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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Grade 9  

TEACHER: MRS. CADINOUCHE          

Passage A: Read the following passage. 

1. Florence Nightingale was born in Florence, Italy. Her parents were wealthy 

and cultured people. She was educated in England and soon began to show 

sympathy for the maimed and the sick. When she was eighteen, instead of 

attending parties and balls, she shocked her parents by insisting on visiting 

hospitals and charitable institutions to see for herself what was being done for 

the sick and the outcast. She felt that God had called her to serve the people 

and nothing could turn her away from her vocation.  

 

2. In the following months, Miss Nightingale visited France and Germany, 

where the standard of nursing was much higher than in England. After going 

through a course in hospital management in Germany, she moved to paris 

where she studied the system of nursing in hospitals. When she returned to 

England, she used her knowledge and skill to improve the standard of nursing 

there.  

 

3. In 1850, when she was thirty, Florence Nightingale met Dr. Elizabeth 

Blackwell, the first woman to be awarded a medical degree, and the two of 

them became close friends. Four years later, during the Crimean War against 

Russia, Miss Nightingale was asked by the British Government to go out and 

undertake the nursing of sick and wounded British soldiers as conditions were 

deplorable and 42% of all casualties died. 

 

4. On the 4th November 1854 Miss Nightingale arrived with 38 nurses just as 

36,000 wounded were brought in from the battlefield. She immediately took 

charge of the situation, reorganized the hospital and worked up to 20 hours a 

day, cutting the mortality rate after a few months to only 2%. 
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5. After the war, Miss Nightingale returned to London to find she was a national 

heroine. The public raised £45,000 for her and she used the money to found 

the Nightingale Home for training nurses in London.  

 

6. Miss Nightingale also turned her attention to sanitary reform and army 

hospitals. She was frequently consulted by the government on matters of 

health, hygiene and military hospitals. She published a book, “Notes on 

Matters Affecting the Health,  Efficiency and Hospital Administration of 

the British Army”. This give an enormous stimulus to the study of nursing, as 

she was frequently asked to advise on the running of hospitals at home and 

abroad. She died at the age of 90 in 1910, having raised the status of nursing 

from an occupation of illiterate amateurs to a highly skilled and respected 

profession and having paved the way for the foundation of the Red Cross.  

 

Questions 

1. Indicate whether the following statements are true (T) or false (f). for each 

statement, copy the sentence which enabled you to find the answer. [6] 

(a) At eighteen Florence Nightingale attended balls and parties.  

When she was eighteen, instead of attending parties and balls, she 

shocked her parents by insisting on visiting hospitals and charitable 

institutions. 

(b) Florence Nightingale’s vocation was very strong.                  T 

She felt that God had called her to serve people and nothing could turn 

her away from her vocation. 

(c) Miss Nightingale studied the nursing system in hospitals in Germany. 

F 

After going through a course in hospital management in Germany. 

Or 

she moved to Paris where she studied the system of nursing in hospitals 

 

(d) Elizabeth Blackwell was the first woman to be recognized as a 

professional doctor. T 
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Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman to be awarded a medical 

degree. 

 

 

2. Answers all questions  

(a) Why were miss Nightingale’s parents, at first, shocked by her interest? 

[1] 

she was not interested to attend parties and balls like girls of her age 

instead she visited hospitals and charitable institutions.  

(b)  What apparently led Miss Nightingale to visit Germany. Give two 

reasons. [1] 

The standard of nursing was higher than in her own country and she 

went to a course in hospital management in Germany.  

 

(c) What did Miss Nightingale do after her studies in Germany and France? 

[1] 

She returned to serve her country by using her knowledge and skill to 

improve the standard of nursing.  

(d) What happened as a result of Miss Nightingale’s hard work in the 

Crimea? [1] 

The rate of mortality had decreased by 2% after  a few months.  

(e) How did the public show recognition for Miss Nightingale’s services? 

[1] 

The public raised £45,000 for her. 

(f) What do the words “illiterate amateurs” tell us about the nurses before 

1850? [1] 

They lacked the required skills in nursing 

They were not professional  

(g) What gave an enormous stimulus to the study of nursing? 

Her book 

(h) Give one adjective to describe Miss Nightingale. [1] 

Devoted, hard-working, ambitious, generous, kind [open-ended] 



4 

 

 

3. What, according to you, would be another most suitable title for this text? 

Tick the right box. [1] 

 The wealthy Florence Nightingale            

 The Crimean war                                     

 Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell                           

 Florence Nightingale’s achievements.     

 

4. Explain the following words as they are used in the passage: (5) 

(a) Cultured (para 1.) refined 

(b) Maimed (para.1) disabled,  

(c) Outcast (para.1) rejected persons, poor  

(d) Deplorable (para.3) very bad, lamentable 

(e) Stimulus (para.6)  encouragement, boost, incentive    

 

Passage 2: read the following passage.  

1. One day my daughter Anaya sent me a video clip from her hostel in 

oxford. As I watched it, a huge smile spread across my face.  

 

2. The film was of a tiny puppy running around and playing. Her name is 

kilo. My daughter explained that together with some friends, they had 

found the crossbreed in their dormitory, one night. Usually they weren’t 

allowed to keep dogs but they’d managed to hide kilo in the hostel. She 

comforted them when they were homesick. 

 

3. However, soon it was time for the girls to return to their respective 

homes and they were worried about kilo. My daughter was elated when 

I said I’d have her. With the help of a charity organization that helped 
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rescue stray dogs, I was able to bring kilo home. With Anaya around, 

she quickly settled in. 

 

4. I set up a Facebook page in her name so that other girls in Anaya’s 

group of friends could keep in touch. However, soon kilo had more than 

2,000 friends! I was astounded. People would write to her about all 

sorts of things, even their problems… each time I’d tap a reply. 

 

5. Once, I received a message from a woman called Sally. She wrote about 

how she had rescued a dog from Afghanistan and said she wanted to 

get some advice from me. The dog, called Brin, had saved the lives of 

a group of soldiers by sniffing out a bomb that they were about to drive 

over. The soldiers had rescued him and had put up a notice about 

wanting someone to adopt Brin. Through a common friend, after going 

through a lot of unnecessary formalities, Sally was able to bring over 

the dog home.  

 

6. I told Sally to set up a Facebook page for Brin also and she promptly 

did she. The soldiers in afganistan were delighted as they could easily 

keep track of Brin. Now, Sally and I write messages on each other’s 

pages, as if they are from the dogs. In this way, Kilo and Brin have 

gained a lot of popularity on the net.  

 

      Questions  

1. Indicate whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F). For each 

statement, copy the sentence which enabled you to find the answer. [4] 

(a) The writer was delighted when she watched the video clips. (already 

given) 

(b) Kilo was a nuisance to the girls. F 

She comforted them when they were homesick 

(c) The Charity organization came to the help of stray dogs. T 

With the help of a charity organization that helped stray dogs. 
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(d) Kilo did not have many friends on Facebook.  F 

Kilo had more than 2,000 friends 

(e) Brin did not perform any courageous act. F 

The dog, called Brin, had saved the lives of a group of soldiers 

 

2. (a) Where did the girls conceal Kilo? [1] 

The girls conceal kilo in a hostel.  

(b) What was the primary purpose of setting up a Facebook page in Kilo’s 

name? [1] 

To keep in touch with other girls in Anaya’s group of friends. 

(f) Why, according to you, did Kilo easily settle in? [1] 

Anaya was around with her. 

(g) Using an adjective, how would you describe Brin? [1] 

brave, faithful, intelligent, open ended question 

(h) How did Sally and the writer help the dogs to become popular? [1] 

By creating a facebook page for them  

Or 

By exchanging messages on each other’s pages as if they are from the 

dogs. 

 

3. Explain the following words as they are used in the passage: [5] 

(a) Hide (para.2) conceal 

(b) Astounded (para.4) astonished, amazed, shocked, surprised 

(c) Tap (para.4) write using a keyboard, type 

(d) Promptly (para.6) quickly, without delay, instantly , swiftly  

(e) Keep track (para.6) inform or aware of, follow, keep up with 

 

4. Put the following in the right order. Use nos. 1-6. [6] 

a) Kilo settled in with Anaya and her mother. 5 

b) Kilo was secretly kept in the hostel by the girls. 2 

c) The girls discovered Kilo in their dormitory, one night. 1 



7 

 

d) The girls wondered what would happen to Kilo when they returned home. 

3 

e) The writer offered to adopt Kilo. 4 

f) Kilo became famous on her Facebook page. 6 
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