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Chapter: Education 

Students today are taught in a diverse range of schools and may study traditional academic 

subjects as well as vocationalism. Some sociologists believe this allows schools to meet the 

needs of all their students, whereas other sociologists believe this is a way of promoting 

divisions and inequalities in society. 

1. Describe 2 ways that teacher labeling can affect a student’s educational achievement. (4) 

• Teachers’ labeling refers to when a teacher defines a student or group of students 

in such a way that certain behavior is expected from them.  

• If ivteachers are more likely to negatively label working class pupils and have low 

expectations from them, this will somehow lead to low achievement by those 

pupils. 

• Labelling refers to prejudging success and failure. 

• Streaming in classrooms. 

• Self fulfilling prophecy. 

 

2.  Explain how the differences in language at home and at school can affect educational 

achievement. (6) 

• Restricted code: is used for informal everyday spoken communication with family 

and friends. Its vocabulary is limited and meanings are not always made explicit 

because the two parties share knowledge and assumptions. 

• The elaborated code, on the other hand, makes meanings explicit and can be used 

to express complex and abstract ideas. It is the code used for formal occasions in 

schools by teachers and in textbooks and it is what pupils get marks for using in 

written work. 

• Because of this exposure to different types of language middle-class children 

were more likely to be proficient in using the elaborated code than working-class 

children. This allowed middle-class children to do better in schools, as well as 

making them seem to be more able to their teachers. 

• Working class students unlike middle class students do not have the ability to 

switch between the codes easily, hence affecting their educational performance. 

 



 

3. To what extent is social mobility affected by the type of school an individual attends? 

(15) 

• Functionalist, Marxist and feminist perspectives on social mobility and education 

• Most schooling in general academic schooling and most of the students who 

succeed at school go on to higher education and higher qualifications such as 

degrees, and afterwards look for work. 

• Vocational education gives people another route into work. In secondary 

education and above, courses may be available that lead to careers in health care 

and so forth. 

• Academic education is seen as better as A-levels results since it gives individuals 

better life opportunities/career while vocational education has had a lower status 

as in students who pursue vocational training are seen as “failures”. 

• Many of those who do vocational courses are from working class backgrounds 

which reinforce the divisions between classes. 

• Governments have tried in many ways to improve the status of vocational 

education by introducing new qualifications and methods of assessment. They 

have done this because of the needs of the economy, in an attempt to match more 

young people to the jobs available and to overcome the criticism from some 

companies and businesses that school-leavers do not have the level of skills 

required for work. 

• All secondary school pupils have some preparation for working life, including 

work experience. 

• Studies claim that vocational trainings are ways of keeping young people who are 

not appropriate for academic courses occupied. 


