
Using Correct Verb Tenses 

 

When we write about events we should describe them based on when they occurred, are occurring, 

or will occur. Below sentences are given referring to either the past tense, the present tense, or the 

future tense. You have to fill in the blank boxes. 

 

Simple Past tense Simple Present tense Simple Future tense 

He just left the park. He leaves the park. He will leave the park. 

Steve bought a bike. Steve buys a bike. Steve is going to buy a bike. 

Joe stole the sweets. Joe steals the sweets. Joe will steal the sweet. 

Cats liked milk. Cats like milk. Cats will drink milk. 

Shona called David on the 

telephone. 

Shona calls David on the 

phone. 

Shone will call David on the 

phone. 

Did you help him later? Does he help you later? Will you help him later? 

He had his passport in hand. He has his passport in hand. He will have his passport in his 

hand. 

I did not go to Korea last year. I am not going to Korea this 

year. 

I will not go to Korea next year. 

I always paid my debts. I always pay my debts. I will always pay my debts. 

I got it. I get it. I'll get it. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

There are two future forms used in most conversations: the future with 
"will" and the future with "going to." The main difference between the 
two forms is that "going to" is used for plans and intentions made 
before the moment of speaking, and the "will" to speak about the future 
at the moment of speaking.  



Simple Past Tense 

 

A.  Read what Laura says about a typical working day:  
       

           Laura 

I usually get up at 7 o’clock and have a big breakfast.  I walk to work, which 

takes me about half an hour.  I start work at 8.45.  I never have lunch.  I finish 
work at 5 o’clock.  I’m always tired when I get home.  I usually cook a meal 

in the evening.  I don’t usually go out.  I go to bed at about 11 o’clock, and I 
always sleep well. 

 
Yesterday was a typical working day for Laura.  Write what she did or didn’t do yesterday. 

 

1.     She got up at 7 o’clock. _______          

2.  She had a big breakfast. 

3.   She walked to work which takes her about an hour. 

4.    It was time to get to work. 

5.   She started working at 8.45. 

6.   She never had lunch. 

7.   She finished working at 5 o’clock. 

8.   She was as usual tired when she got home. 

9.   She cooked a meal yesterday evening. 

10.  She did not go out yesterday evening. 

11. She went to bed at 11 o’clock. 

12.  She slept well last night. 

 

 

B.   Complete the sentences using the verbs below in the correct form: 

       Buy     catch     cost     fall     hurt     sell     spend     teach     throw   (write) 

1. Mozart ______wrote_____ more than 600 pieces of music. 

2. ‘How did you learn to drive? ‘My father taught me. 

3. We couldn’t afford to keep our car, so we sold it. 

4. Dave fell down the stairs this morning and hurt his leg. 

5. Jim threw the ball to Sue, who caught it. 

6. Ann spent a lot of money yesterday.  She bought a dress which costed £100. 

 

 

 

 

What you had to do here was 

to convert this paragraph 
written in the present tense in 

to past tense. 



C.   You ask James about his holiday.  Write your questions. 

 Example:   Hi.  How are things? 

                 Fine, thanks.  I’ve just have a great holiday. 

1. Where _____did you go _____? 

          To the U.S. We went on a trip from San Francisco to Denver. 

2. How _____did you go____________________?  By Car? 

       Yes, we hired a car in San Francisco. 

3. It’s a long way to drive.  How long ___did it take to reach your destination____? 

Two weeks. 

4. Where ______did you stay____? In hotels? 

Yes, small hotels or motels. 

5. __Was it hot __________________? 

Yes, but it was very hot – sometime too hot. 

6. __Did you visit________ the Grand Canyon? 

Of course.  It was wonderful. 

 

 

D.   Complete the sentences. Put the verb into the correct form, positive or negative. 

 

1. It was warm, so I took off my coat. (take) 

2. The film wasn’t very good.  I didn’t enjoy it very much.  (enjoy) 

3. I knew Sarah was very busy, so I _didn’t disturb__ her.  (disturb) 

4. I was very tired, so I __________left_________ the party early.  (leave) 

5. The bed was very uncomfortable.  I ___didn’t sleep_______ very well. (sleep) 

6. The window was open and a bird _____flew_____ into the room. (fly) 

7. The hotel wasn’t very expensive.  It _____didn’t cost____ very much. (cost) 

8. I was in a hurry, so I ______didn’t have_______ time to phone you.  (have) 

9. It was hard carrying the bags.  They ______were___ very heavy. (be) 

 

 

 

 

 



Simple Present tense 

Exercise 1 

Fill in the blanks with the simple present tense of the verbs in parentheses. 

1. I go (goes / go) to school with my sister. 

2. He reads (read / reads) a book. 

3. Mary does not (do not / does not) know German. 

4. He types (type / types) very fast. 

5. They play (play / plays) baseball in the field. 

6. John works (work / works) hard. 

7. We walk (walks / walk) slowly. 

8. They speak (speaks / speak) English very well. 

9. She drives (drive / drives) a car. 

10. Jane buys (buys / buy) a book. 

11. Bats sleep (sleeps / sleep) during the day. 

12. Who knocks (knock / knocks) at the door? 

13. The teacher praises (praises / praise) the students of her class. 

14. My mother tells (tells / tell) me a story. 

15. David breaks (break / breaks) a glass. 

16. The farmers plough (ploughs / plough) in the sun. 

17. He prepares (prepare / prepares) for the examination. 

18. They return (returns / return) home early. 

19. Monkeys like (likes / like) bananas. 

20. My mother takes (take / takes) tea in the morning. 

 

 

 



Simple Future Tense 

 

1. The train will arrive (to arrive) at 12:30. 

2. We will have (to have) dinner at a seaside restaurant on Sunday. 

3. It will snow (to snow) in Brighton tomorrow evening. 

4. On Friday at 8 o’clock I will meet (to meet) my friend. 

5. Paul will fly (to fly) to London on Monday morning. 

6. Wait! I will drive (to drive) you to the station. 

7. The English lesson will start (to start) at 8:45. 

8.  Are you still writing your essay? If you will finish (to finish) by 4pm, we can go for a walk. 

9.  I will see (to see) my mother in April. 

10. Look at the clouds – it will rain (to rain) in a few minutes. 

11. When they will get (to get) married in March, they will be (to be) together for six years. 

12. You’re carrying too much. I will open (to open) the door for you. 

13. Do you think the teacher will mark (to mark) our homework by Monday morning? 

14. When I see (to see) you tomorrow, I will show (show) you my new book. 

15.After you take (to take) a nap, you will feel (to feel) a lot better 

16. I’m sorry but you need to stay in the office until you will finish (to finish) your work. 

17. I will buy (to buy) the cigarettes from the corner shop when it opens (to open). 

18. I will let (to let) you know the second the builders will finish (to finish) decorating. 

19. Before we start (to start) our lesson, we will have (to have) a review. 

20. We will wait (to wait) in the shelter until the bus comes (to come). 

21. I’m very sorry Dr. Jones will be (not be) back in the clinic until 2pm. 

22. This summer, I will live (to live) in Brighton for four years. 

23. I don’t think you will have (to have) any problems when you land in Boston. 

24. The baby should be due soon, next week she will be (to be) pregnant for nine months. 

25. By the time we get home, they will play (to play) football for 30 minutes. 

26. In three years I will live (to live) in a different country. 

27. When you get (to get) off the train, I will wait (to wait) for you by the ticket machine. 

28.Will you take (to take) your children with you to France? 

29. This time next week I will be skiing (ski) in Switzerland! 

30. Now I will check (to check) my answers. 


