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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Grade 8 Red and Blue 

Teacher: Mrs. Cadinouche            

Passage 1: Read the following text 

1. In prehistoric times man had to spend all his time and energy looking for food- so  much 

that he had no time for anything else. He did not know how to grow crops and there were 

no domestic animals. Man had to depend completely on hunting and fishing and finding 

fruits for his food supply.  

 

2. Consequently, a family or tribe could not settle in one spot, but always needed to be 

moving on. When one area has been stripped and could produce no more, the tribe 

would move to another place. After a time this too would be abandoned, and the people 

would move on again. It is clear, therefore, that in those days it required a very large area 

of land to support one tribe. Sometimes people would go to the seashore, where they 

gathered seaweed and fish.  

 

3. In the warm season, primitive men could usually find food in abundance, but in winter 

there was a severe lack of food, and many must have died of hunger. In eastern regions, 

some tribes, using tame dogs, learned to capture wild animals. In times of shortage, they 

thus had a supply of food ready at hand. It was also discovered that the milk of these 

animals made a very good food. 

 

4. Other men discovered that certain vegetables grew year after year on the same land. If 

some of the harvest were scattered on earth, new plants would grow which produced 

much more than was sown. These discoveries enabled people to remain in the same 

place instead of forever moving around in search of new land. And so men started to 

build houses for themselves, and the first villages appeared.  
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5. In the course of time the primitive man had to provide himself with tools which would 

help him to produce food. With time, so much food was produced that it was possible for 

some men to stop working on the land, and instead, to devote all their time to making 

tools for the farmers. These they would barter in exchange for food. This was really the 

birth of commerce and industry.  

Questions 

1. Indicate whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F). For each statement, 

copy the sentence which enabled you to find the answer.     [6] 

i. Man’s main occupation, in pre-historic times, was to search for food.   

In prehistoric times man had to spend all his time and energy looking for food.  

 

 

ii. The tribe moved on when there was no more food in one place.   

 

iii. Some tribe in eastern region died in times of shortage 

 

iv. The making of tools helped man to produce food 

       

2. Put the following in the order they happened. Use 1 to 4.     [4]   

a. They keep migrating to new land.   

b. Permanent shelters appeared. 

c. Pre-historic men spent all their time looking for food. 

d. Then they discovered how to grow crops and how to tame and rear animals.  
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3. What according to you would be the suitable title for this passage? Write down the 

correct answer.          [1] 

• The barter system.   

• The birth of commerce and industry. 

• Food shortages.  

• Primitive men.  

4. Why did man in prehistoric times have to spend all his time looking for food? [2] 

5. What caused men later to stop moving from one place to another?    [2] 

Passage 2 

1. Every Sunday afternoon, Mr.Samy, an elderly gentleman and his close friend and 

neighbour, Mr. Thomas, meet in the park found near their homes. As usual, last Sunday, 

they were sitting on one of the benches, in the shade of big Flame Tree, chatting and 

telling to each other the latest news and gossips of the week.  

 

2. However, a beggar, with a wooden leg and wearing very shabby clothes came near Mr. 

Samy and asked for some money. The latter had always felt compassion for him and 

given him a few rupees each time he would beg for alms. However, that particular 

Sunday, as Mr.Samy had a few worries on the mind, he was not at all in a mood for 

charity and so told the beggar to go away.  

 

3. But the tramp would not budge. He kept harassing Mr. Samy and grew more and more 

troublesome. Mr.Thomas shouted at him and asked him to go away but in vain. 

Fortunately, a young man, in his jogging suit, had, at that time, been observing the 

scene. Seeing the dilemma in which Mr.Samy was, the young man walked up to him and 

said, “Sir, if you lend me your cane for a moment, I’ll give him a good punishment for 

his stubbornness.” Mr.Samy, was forced to give his cane as the young man wanted to 

help him. He smiled and handed the young man his cane. 
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1. Answer the following questions. 

State whether the following statements are true or false T or F in the box at the end of each 

statement. Then quote a sentence (or part of a sentence) from the passage to support your 

answer. The first one has been done for you.       [6] 

i)The park was found in the neighbourhood of the two friends.  

They met in the park found in the vicinity of their homes. 

ii) Every Sunday Mr. Thomas would tell his friend all about the latest news and gossips.  

iii) The beggar was well dressed. 

iv) Mr.Samy was a selfish person.   

2. Choose a suitable title for the passage: 

A. The beggar 

B. The trouble-maker and the cane. 

C. The cane.           [1] 

3. Answer the following questions. 

i) Why was Mr. Samy hesitant to give the beggar money on that particular Sunday? [1] 

ii) Which sentence shows that Mr. Samy was usually not indifferent to the beggar’s 

situation?           [1] 

iii) Which word refers to money, clothes, food etc. given to poor people?([para 2)  [1] 

iv) How did the beggar react when Mr Samy refused to give the money?   [1] 

v) Why, according to you, was Mr. Samy carrying a cane?     [2] 

vi) Why did Mr Samy accept the help of the young man?    [1]  

vii) Give one adjective to describe the young man.      [1] 

viii) Quote three words to show that the beggar did not want to move from where he was in 

Paragraph 3.          [1] 
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4. Give the meaning of any FOUR of the following words as they are used in the 

passage.           [4]  

i. Compassion_______________________________________________( para. 2) 

ii. Worries____________________________________________________ (Para.2)     

iii. Budge____________________________________________________(para.3) 

iv. Fortunately_____________________________________________________(para.3) 

v. Dilemma____________________________________________________(para.3) 

5. Fill in the followings blanks with the given words: 

(Cane, annoyed, hassled, thanked, punished) 

Dear Diary, 

Today I met an old man in the park. He was being _________________by a beggar. He 

could not shoo away the beggar. I was _____________ at the tramp. I took the 

_______________ of the old man and ______________ the trouble-maker. The man 

________________ me for my help.        [5] 

 

 


