
Read the passage and answer the following questions. 

 

 

The People 

ready 

Gave up 

The routine task 

Lucky 

a person 

looked to 

by others as 

an example 

to be 

imitated. 

Hardly 

Extremely 

Happy 

An expression 

referring to 

frighten 

someone to 

such an extent 

that they 

behave 

irrationally 

Peter took a 

lot of time 

to answer. 
Refers to 

receiving 

news or 

some sort 

of response 

from 

someone 

damaged or 

shabby to 

the point of 

being no 

longer 

usable. 

Confused 



 

 

 

 

 

Peter was going to be adopted after waiting for so many years. 

The children who were below the age of five were the ones more likely to be adopted. 

Peter gave up hope of getting adopted because most couples come to look for  

children under the age of five and Peter was ten and way too old for adoption. 

They saw Peter as a role model; someone who they can look up to and find  

comfort from. 

He thought he was too “old”. 

He combed his hair nicely and wore his only worn – out shirt. 



 

 

Peter found Mrs. Peter to be the mother he always visualized in his dream and even more than that. 

They thought that Peter would say “yes” because this was his last chance of getting adopted. 

They were astonished/ shocked. 

She took him aside to ask him if there is any problem and in an attempt to make him  

reconsider his decision 

Young 

Beginning  

Escort; Chaperoned 

Eagerly 

Clearly; visible to the eyes 

Peter was greeted by the smiling couple. They looked like the kind of parents whom he always dreamt of. 

He thought maybe his dream is going to be fulfilled. Mrs. Joseph knelt down to gain proximity to Peter and 

took his hands in hers and greeted Peter. Peter responds to her greeting and though he would love to call her 

“mummy”. After taking for a while, Mr. Joseph asked him if he would like to come with them which to 

everyone surprise he replied “no”. Mrs. Anne brought him to the side to ask him what is the matter but he 

says nothing and remained silent. 


