
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Class: Grade 8 Red and Blue 

Teacher: Mrs. Cadinouche         

         

 

FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY AND  ANSWER ALL THE 

QUESTIONS WHICH FOLLOW: 

PASSAGE A 

Read the following text. 

1. Mahatma Gandhi showed that courage and determination can move mountains. He was a thin 

man with a bald head and wearing round spectacles. He always had a long stick in his hand when 

he walked. He looked so frail that the British rulers of India at first dismissed him as an 

insignificant man.  

2. Gandhi wore only a very humble piece of cotton on his body. He fasted often and travelled on 

foot. He was not afraid of hardship. Food, money, sleep were not his main concerns.  That was 

precisely his main strength; nobody could take anything away from him because he did not need 

much to be satisfied. He could live without food, without water, without a house, without rich 

garments, and without leisure and entertainment.  

3. Gandhi did not need physical strength to challenge the British. He was going to use another 

weapon to fight against them. That weapon was called non-violence. He taught the Indians to 

fight for their rights through silent marches, quiet protests and peaceful demonstrations.  Even 

when he was thrown in prison several times, Gandhi found freedom in religion and meditation. 

4. Finally the entire country was with Gandhi. With time, the British realised that they could no 

longer stay in India. India belonged to the Indians and it had to be given back to them. The 

country gained its independence in 1947. The British had to leave because in their eyes, Gandhi 

had been a tiny and weak opponent , but he was in fact a giant.  

 

 



Answer the following questions. 

(a) Indicate whether the following statements are True or False.  For each statement, copy the 

sentence which enabled you to find the answer. The first one has been done for you. [8 marks] 

1. Gandhi was a big fat man  

Gandhi was a thin man with a bald head. 

2. The British believed that Gandhi did not deserve their attention. 

3. Gandhi was not interested with food and money. 

4. The British thought that Gandhi was a powerful opponent but he was in fact weak. 

5. India never gained its independence.  

(b) What, according to you, would be the most suitable title for this text? Choose the correct 

answer. [1 mark] 

• India's independence 

• Gandhi, the great 

• The British defeat 

(c) Mention two things that Gandhi did and which show that he lived his life in a very simple 

way. ( 2 marks) 

(d) Did Gandhi feel like a prisoner when he was in prison? Give one evidence from the passage 

for your answer. (2 marks) 

(e) What happened in 1947? (1 mark) 

(f) What did Gandhi teach the Indians? ( 2 marks) 

(g) What mistake had the British made? (2 marks) 

(h) Explain the meaning of any TWO of the following words as they are used in the passage.(2 

marks) 

(i) frail  (ii) challenge  (iii) opponent  (iv) concerns 

F 



PASSAGE B 

2. Read the following text 

1.The future of books does not look bright. According to some people, books- as we know them 

today, with a front and a back cover, and with printed pages of paper- are going to disappear in a 

certain number of years. How did we reach this sad situation?  

 2. People are too busy to read. They work long hours, often doing overtime, working nights and 

weekends. Their work puts them under mental pressure. There is no room for human 

interaction as the workload is heavy. Hence, after work, people feel the need to socialise, to be 

in the company of others to relax.  Reading is a pastime which separates the reader from 

everybody else and sends him alone to an imaginary world. It is the exact opposite of what 

people want today. 

3.Travelling is easier nowadays than it used to be. It is not only more affordable, but almost 

everyone has a means of transport, either private or public, at his disposal. Being the owner of a 

car or a motorcycle is no longer an impossible dream. So people do not spend too much time 

within the four walls of their houses. They go out, and they stay out till late. When they 

eventually come back, there is just enough time to sleep in order to be ready for the next day. 

4. Apart from socialising, some other activities are popular today. They include playing 

computer games, surfing on the internet and watching television. Television has become a 

favourite pastime in most countries of the world. Watching television is very relaxing both 

physically and mentally. One just has to lie down on a soft comfortable sofa, and enjoy 

programmes which are easy to follow.  Many homes now have one television set per room. Can 

the book fight against such competition? Time will tell.  

Answer the following questions. 

(a) Indicate whether the following statements are True or False.  For each statement, copy the 

sentence which enabled you to find the answer. [6 marks] 

1. People have lots of time to read. 

People are too busy to read. 

F 



2. After work, people want to be with others. 

3. People are in a hurry to return home when they go out. 

4. Television has become an important tool for many people. 

 (b) What, according to you, would be the most suitable title for this text? Choose the correct 

answer. [1 mark] 

• The future of books 

• Television 

• Travelling 

 (c) Why do people feel the need to socialise after work? (1 mark) 

 (d) Reading, as a past time does two things which people do not want. Name those two things. 

(2 marks) 

(e) What is the writer suggesting about people's lifestyle nowadays? (1 mark) 

(f) Why is travelling easier today? Give 2 reasons (2 marks) 

 (g) In what way is it relaxing to watch television? (2 mark) 

(h) Why is it difficult for the book '' to fight against such competition''? (Paragraph 4) (1 mark) 

(i) Explain the meaning of any FOUR of the following words as they are used in the passage (4 

marks) 

1. pressure 

2. interaction 

3. pastime 

4. imaginary 

5. affordable 

6. eventually 

7. popular 

8. relaxing 


