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Passage 1: Read the following text 

1. Rita Levi-Montalcini is 102 years old today. She is the oldest living Nobel laureate, and also the first ever 

to reach such an old age. She was born on 22 April 1909 in Italy. Together with her twin sister Paola she 

was the youngest of four children. Her father, Adamo Levi was an electrical engineer, and her mother 

Adele Montalcini was a talented painter. 

 

2. When Rita was twenty-one years old, she lost a close family friend who died of cancer. Thus, she decided 

to become a doctor. So she enrolled in a medical school in Italy, and six years later, she graduated in 

Medicine and Surgery. Afterwards, she specialised in Neurology and Psychiatry. 

 

3. When World War II broke, her career was cut short. Since she came from a Jewish family, she was not 

allowed by the Italian Government to have an academic or professional career. 

 

4. But Levi-Montalcini was not discouraged. She built a small research unit at home to continue her research 

in the medical field. Her first genetics laboratory was installed in her own bedroom, and she conducted her 

experiments from this home laboratory. When in 1943, her family moved to France, she set up a laboratory 

there also. She did not allow anything to prevent her from carrying out her research work. 

 

5. When the war ended in May 1945, Rita returned with her family to Italy, and she resumed her post at the 

University. In 1947, she received an invitation to join Professor Viktor Hamburger in the United States 

for further research work. And, in 1958, Rita was offered the position of Professor which she kept for 

almost twenty years. 

 

6. Rita Levi Montalcini made a great discovery that won them the Nobel Prize for medicine in 1986.This 

discovery will help a lot in the understanding of such diseases as cancers, Alzheimer and Parkinson. Rita 

Levi-Montalcini has published 21 popular books on Medicine, and she continues to work at the brain 

research institute in Italy. 

 

 

 

 



Answer the following questions 

1(a) Indicate whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F). Then quote a sentence (or part 

of a sentence) from the passage to support your answer. The first one has already been done for you. 

[6] 

i) Rita was the second person to have ever reached such an old age. 

She is the oldest living Nobel laureate, and also the first ever to reach such an old age. 

ii) Rita Levi was the only daughter of her family. 

___________________________________________________________________________________  

iii) She decided to be a doctor after the death of a friend. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

iv) She continued her research when she moved to France. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

(b)Use the numbers 1 to 5 to indicate in which paragraph you find the following ideas. [5] 

• The oldest living Nobel prize winner 

• The decision to become a doctor 

• Jews banned from a professional career 

• A laboratory in a bedroom 

• Further research in the United States 

 

(c)What, according to you, would make the most suitable title for this text? Tick the right box. [1] 

• Nobel Prizes 

• A great researcher 

• An American doctor 

• Great Courage 
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(d)Which factor made Rita decide to become a doctor? [1] 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

(e)What effect did the war have on Rita’s career? [1] 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

(f)What did Rita do so as to be able to continue her research? [1] 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

(g)Why was Rita able to return to Italy in 1945? [1] 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

(h)What made Rita win the Nobel Prize for medicine? (2)  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

(i)Explain the meaning of any TW0 of the following words as they have been used in the passage. 

1. enrolled (paragraph 2) _______________________________________________________  

2. conducted (paragraph 4) _______________________________________________________  

3. resumed (paragraph 5)       _______________________________________________________ 

4. further (paragraph 5) _______________________________________________________  

5. position (paragraph 5)         _______________________________________________________ 

 


