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Biology 

Grade 9 

Reproduction 
Prepared by Mrs F J Baureek 

 

Reproduction is one characteristic of living things.  All living things reproduce to ensure the survival of the 

organisms on earth.  Without reproduction organisms will become endangered and finally extinct.   

Definition of reproduction: reproduction is the production of new individuals of the same kind or of the same 

species. 

Ways of reproduction 

Organisms can reproduce   by:- 

-giving birth to the young ones (like dogs, cats, human beings) 

-laying eggs (like birds, fish) 

- producing seeds (like plants) 

Types of reproduction 

1 Asexual reproduction (in unicellular organism like Amoeba, yeast and fungi) 

2. Sexual reproduction (in some plants and animals including humans) 

Differences between sexual and asexual reproduction 

 Sexual reproduction Asexual reproduction 

Parent  2 parents needed – one male 
and one female 

Only one parent needed 

New organisms formed New organisms are genetically 
different to parents and to 

each other 

New organisms formed are 
genetically identical to each 

other and to their parent 

Gamete/ sex cell formation Gametes are produced (male 
gamete and female gamete) 

No gametes are formed 

Fusion of gamete / fertilisation Present Absent 

 

Asexual reproduction in Amoeba (refer to page 227 in your book) 

One Amoeba parent cell splits into two parts.  Each part becomes a new Amoeba organism.   

Asexual reproduction in yeast (refer to page 228) 

 Yeast reproduces asexually by producing small buds.  These buds detach from the parent yeast cell and 

grow into a new yeast organism. 
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Sexual reproduction in humans 

Sexual reproduction in humans involves gamete formation and fertilization. 

Gamete formation 

Gametes are produced in the reproductive system.  The human male gamete or sex cell is called sperm.  

Sperms are produced in the male testes (singular testis).  The female human sex cell or gamete is called egg 

or ovum (plural ova).  Eggs are produced in the female ovaries.   

 Fertilisation  

It is the fusion of the male and female gametes to form a zygote.  Only one sperm can fertilise an egg.  The 

zygote grows to become the embryo.  The embryo continues to grow to become the foetus.  The foetus takes 

birth as a child. 

Sperm  + egg → zygote → embryo → foetus 

 The human reproductive systems (page 232 - 233) 

The main parts of the male reproductive system are:- testes, scrotum, sperm duct, urethra, seminal vesicle, 

prostate gland and penis. 

Parts of male reproductive system Function 

Testes To produce sperms 

Scrotum To hold the testes outside the male body 

Sperm duct To carry sperms from testes to urethra 

Urethra Carries urine or semen containing sperms outside the 

male body 

Penis To deposit sperm into the female vagina 

 

The main parts of the female reproductive system are:- ovaries, oviduct, uterus, vagina, cervix 

Parts of female reproductive system Function 

Ovary To produce egg or ovum 

Oviduct The place where fertilization occurs 

Uterus The place where foetus grows and develop  

Vagina or birth canal The place where sperms are deposited 

Cervix Separates the uterus from the vagina.   
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Sexually transmitted diseases STDs (page 235) 

STDs are communicable diseases meaning they can be transmitted from an infected person to a healthy 

person through sexual contact.   

Examples of STDs are HIV/AIDS, syphilis and gonorrhea 

STDs are caused by microorganisms like bacteria, viruses and fungi.  The virus HIV causes AIDS.  Syphilis 

is caused by a bacterium.    

Syphilis can be cured by giving the infected people antibiotics.  There is yet no cure for AIDS.   

 

How HIV/AIDS can be transmitted: 

- Sexual contact with an infected person 

- Sharing of contaminated needles among drug addicts 

- Transfusion of contaminated blood to patients 

- From infected mother to foetus during pregnancy 

- From infected mother to baby during breast feeding 

 

Preventive measures to decrease the spread of HIV 

- Have only one sexual partner 

- Use of condom during sexual contact 

- Inform the population through sex education 

- Avoid drugs 

- Screening of blood before transfusion 

 

All grade 9 students are requested to read the above notes and the notes in their book (page 225-238).  To do 

the exercises on page 240 - 244 

 


