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Revision Questions 

 
 
1-8 

• The differences in educational opportunity and 
achievement according to social class, gender and 
ethnicity 

• Defining the media 
 
• Trends in the organization and control of the media 

 
• Different perspectives on the relationship between 

ownership and control of the media - the Pluralist, 
Marxist and Neo-Marxist theories 

• The pluralist, Marxist and Post-Modernist theories of 
the nature and the role of the media 

• Different explanations of the processes of selection 
and presentation of the media – the economic, 
political and ideological factors 

• Debates about the relationship between the media 
and the state – Marxists, Pluralists, New right and 
Postmodernist approaches 

Prescribed textbook: 
Cambridge International AS 
and A level Sociology 
Coursebook by Livesey 

1. Explain the relationship between 
the hidden curriculum and gender 
inequality in schools. 

2. Explain how the ruling class 
ideology may be promoted by the 
media. 

3. Explain how the government may 
seek to control the media. 

4. Explain the role of gate-keeping in 
shaping media content. 

5. Explain how agenda-setting 
influences the presentation of 
news. 

6. Explain the factors that influence 
news reporting. 

7. Assess the extent to which the 
media promote the democratic 
political process. 

9 • Differences between the old media and the new 
media 
 

• The impact of the new media on society 

Prescribed textbook: 
Cambridge International AS 
and A level Sociology 
Coursebook by Livesey 

1. Explain how the new media differ 
from the old media. 

2. Explain how the new media 
provides individuals with greater 
opportunity to challenge the 
power of governments and those 



who own media outlets. 
3. Explain the view of the cultural 

pessimists on the new media. 

10 
 

• The role of the media in the representation of social 
groups and ideas, with particular reference class, 
gender, ethnicity and age 

Prescribed textbook: 
Cambridge International AS 
and A level Sociology 
Coursebook by Livesey 

1. Explain how the following groups 
of people may be stereotyped by 
the media: working class, middle 
class, women, men, youth and the 
elderly.  Are these stereotypes 
changing? 

2. Explain the role of the media in 
gender socialisation. 

3. Media representations of minority 
ethnic groups are based on a 
narrow range of stereotypes.’ 
Assess this view.[16] 

11 • Impact of the media on behaviour, violence, deviancy 
amplification 

Prescribed textbook: 
Cambridge International AS 
and A level Sociology 
Coursebook by Livesey 

1. Explain the following terms:  

i. Folk devils 
ii. Moral panics 
iii. Deviancy amplification 

2. Explain the role of the media in 
creating moral panics. 

3. Explain how the media may 
contribute to deviancy 
amplification. 

12 • Social patterns in listening, viewing and reading 
 

• Different theories of the effects and uses of the media 

Prescribed textbook: 
Cambridge International AS 
and A level Sociology 
Coursebook by Livesey 

1. Explain how patterns of media use 
may vary between social groups. 

2. Complete table below 

3. The cultural effects model provides 
the most convincing explanation of 
how the media influences 
behaviour.’ Assess this view. [16] 



 

 

THE EFFECTS OF THE MEDIA ON AUDIENCES: A SUMMARY 

 HYPODERMIC SYRINGE 
MODEL 

TWO-STEP FLOW MODEL CULTURAL EFFECTS 
MODEL 

USES AND 
GRATIFICATION MODEL 

DEFINITION It is also known as magic 
bullet theory. 

It suggests that the media 
act like a hypodermic 
syringe, injecting messages 
and content into the veins 
of media audiences.  This 
means that if someone is 
exposed to a mass media 
message, it will be so 
powerful that it will cause 
them to behave in the way 
that mass media dictates, 
effectively controlling their 
behaviour. 

   

EFFECTS OF MEDIA 
CONTENT ON AUDIENCES 

Direct and immediate on 
people’s behaviour – for 
example Bandura’s well 
known work with children 
and filmed violence on 
‘Bobo dolls’ claimed that 
children would imitate the 
violence that they had 
witnessed through 
mediated images 

   

VIEW OF AUDIENCE Passive and easily 
manipulated – all children 
who were shown the 

   



violent film reacted 
aggressively towards the 
bobo dolls …copycat 
violence 

STRENGTHS 1. Some people do react 
quite directly to what 
they see in the media-
for example eating 
disorders among girls 
or political issues 
influencing voting 
behaviour. 

2. Using hypodermic 
syringe it possible to 
the explain why certain 
people are more likely 
to behave in anti-socail 
ways : 

• Desensitisation- 
young people are 
socialized into 
accepting violent 
behaviour as 
normal, as a 
problem solving 
device 

• Disinhibition effect 
– in some situation 
resorting to 
violence is normal, 
discussion and 
negotiation can be 
replaced by 
violence  

   



 

 

LIMITATIONS 1. This model assumes 
that the audiences are 
homogeneous- all of 
them are passive and 
will react in the same 
way to media content. 
However audiences 
have very different 
social characteristics 
which largely influence 
how they respond to 
and use media content.  
They are not cultural 
dopes… 

2. Catharsis -….. 

   

 


