
Lady Sushil Ramgoolam SSS (Work Plan During Confinement March 2020) 

Department: SOCIAL STUDIES/SOCIOLOGY 
Subject: SOCIOLOGY A LEVEL 
Class: Grade 12 

Weeks Topics Resource materials Exercises 

1-8 Functionalist accounts of how the family benefits its 

members and society and how the functions of families have 

changed over time, including the ‘loss of functions’ debate 

Marxist accounts of how the family benefits capitalism, 

including ideological control, reproduction of labour and 

consumption 

Feminist responses to functionalist and Marxist accounts of 

the role of the family 

The causes and consequences of changing patterns of 

marriage, cohabitation, divorce and separation 

The causes and consequences of changing patterns of 

marriage, cohabitation, divorce and separation 

 Different family and household forms, including nuclear, 

extended, lone-parent, reconstituted, same-sex, families of 

choice and single person households 

 

Prescribed textbook: 

Cambridge 

International As and A 

Level Sociology 

Student’s Book 

1. Describe the two ‘basic and irreducible’ 
functions of the family. [4] 

2. Explain two ways in which the nuclear 
family is supportive of the capitalist 
system according to Marxists.[6] 

3. Explain two ways in which the nuclear 
family serves the interest of the men 
according to Feminists.[6] 

4. Explain two reason reasons why the 
isolated nuclear family is functional for 
modern industrial societies according to 
functionalist theory.[8] 

5. ‘Marriage has become less important in 
modern societies’. 
a) Explain this view. [10] 
b) Using sociological material, give two 

arguments against this view. [6+6] 
6. Explain the difference between a 

household and a family.[4] 
7. Distinguish between vertically extended 

families and horizontally extended 
families.[4] 

8. What do you understand by the term 
‘families of choice’?[2] 

9. Describe two types of marriage that exist 
worldwide. [4] 

10. Explain why the family may be changing in 
modern industrial societies.[8] 

11. Describe two ways in which divorce has 
contributed towards family diversity. [8] 



 

9 Dimensions of family diversity, including organisational, 
cultural and class diversity 

Prescribed textbook: 
Cambridge 
International As and A 
Level Sociology 
Student’s Book 

1. What is meant by the following terms: 
a) ‘family diversity’ 
b) Cohort 
c) Life cycle 
d) Life course 

 
2. Describe with examples the following 

types of diversity 
a) Organisational 
b) Domestic 
c) Cultural and ethnic 
d) Class  

10  The debate about the extent of family diversity and the 
dominance of the nuclear family 

Prescribed textbook: 
Cambridge 
International As and A 
Level Sociology 
Student’s Book 

1. Evaluate the view that nuclear family is 
the main type of family in society today. 
[26] 

11 New Right and postmodernist perspectives on family 
diversity 

Prescribed textbook: 
Cambridge 
International As and A 
Level Sociology 
Student’s Book 

1. ‘Family diversity has created social 
problems’. 
a) Explain this view.[10] 
b) Using sociological material, give one 

argument against this view.[6] 
2. Explain the postmodernist view of the 

family. [8] 
3. Explain two limitations of postmodernist 

views of families and relationships.[6] 
12 The state and social policy as influences on the family Prescribed textbook: 

Cambridge 
International As and A 
Level Sociology 
Student’s Book 

1. Prepare a mind map to show the different 
ways in which the family and the state are 
connected. 


